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SUBJECT: HIGH-IMPACT PROJECT PROPOSALS REQUIRING SPECIAL FUNDING 

REF: AMERSON-COONROD TELECONS, FEBRUARY 23-27; ROME 2390; 

ROME 3205 

SUMMARY: AS PROMISED IN FIRST REFTEL, THIS MESSAGE DESCRIBES 
PROJECTS UNRELATED DIRECTLY TO BICENTENNIAL WITH POTENTIAL 
IMMEDIATE POSITIVE IMPACT ON ITALIAN IMAGE OF AMERICA. FOR 
REASONS THAT WILL BE UNDERSTOOD FROM PREVIOUS MESSAGES, MISSION 
CONSIDERS IT OF FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE THAT PROJECTS BE UNDERTAKEN 
DURING CURRENT FY. END SUMMARY. 

1 . GIANCARLO MENOTTI'S SPOLETO FESTIVAL CAN BE EXPECTED AGAIN 
IN 1976 TO MAKE MAJOR IMPACT EXPECIALLY IN SOPHISTICATED LEVELS 
OF ITALY'S CULTURAL WORLD. WE PROPOSE TO AMPLIFY THAT IMPACT 
INTO MORE POPULAR (AND. IF YOU WILL, POLITICAL) AREAS, ESPECIALLY 
FOR YOUNG PEOPLE IN MEDIUM-SIZED TOWNS OF UMBRIA AND TUSCANY. 

WE MIGHT DO SO THROUGH THE SPOLETO ORCHESTRA, GENERALLY COMPOSED 
OF AMERICAN COLLEGE-AGE YOUNGSTERS ALREADY PROFICIENT ENOUGH 
IN CLASSICAL MUSIC TO PROVIDE ORCHESTRAL BACKGROUND FOR 
ENTIRE SPOLETO FESTIVAL. THEY CAN PROVIDE CONVINCING EVIDENCE 
FO SUPERIOR U.S. EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM IN MUSIC. THIS GROUP, OUR 
EXPERIENCE FROM LAST YEAR INDICATES, COULD BE AVAILABLE FOR 
TRAVELLING TO OTHER AREAS TO GIVE CONCERTS-IN OPEN CITY 
SQUARES, CIVIC AUDITORIUM, WHEREVER. COST COULD BE RELATIVELY 
ECONOMICAL. MAINLY PER DIEM AND TRANSPORTATION, WITH PERHAPS A 
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THEY COULD DO ABOUT TEN PERFORMANCES IN PERHAPS 15 DAYS, FOR A 
TOTAL COST OF APPROXIMATELY $15,000, ASSUMING "PARTNERSHIP" 
CONTRIBUTION FROM LOCAL AUTHORITIES. 

2. PURCHASE OF 13-PART ALISTAIR COOKE "AMERICA" FILM SERIES 

FOR USE STRICTLY WITHIN ITALY. ROME-BASED GEGIONAL FILM LIBRARY 
ALREADY HAS SET OF THESE FILMS BUT THEY AVAILABLE FOR ITALY ONLY 
FRACTION OF YEAR. WITH OUR OWN FILMS, WOULD ORGANIZE SERIES OF 
LECTURE/FILM PROGRAMS ON US HISTORY AT UNIVERSITIES, POLITICAL 
CLUBS, ETC., THROUGHOUT COUNTRY. CAN USE FILMS IN ENGLISH BUT 
HIGHLY PREFERABLE HAVE THEM DUBBED IN ITALIAN. POST COULD PROVIDE 
ITALIAN VOICE-OVER IF AGENCY ABLE NEGOTIATE RIGHTS. FUNDS NEEDED: 
APPROXIMATELY $8000 FOR ENGLISH PRINTS OR $10,000 FOR RIGHTS AND 
DUBBED PRINTS. 

3. IN ADDITION THESE TWO PROGRAMMING PROPOSALS, MISSION IS 
REQUESTING (SEPTEL) MAIOR INCREASES IN OUR CAPABILITY TO SEND 
SELECTED GROUPS FROM DC AND PSI TO U.S. ON ORIENTATION TRAVEL, 

VIA IVP. ALSO NOTE (SECOND REFTEL) PROPOSAL SUBMITTED EARLIER TO 
MEET DEADLINE REGARDING SOLAR ENERGY EXHIBIT FOR PALERMO. 

4. AS EXTENSION OF CULTURAL PROGRAM, WOULD WELCOME VISIT TO 
ITALY BY SMALL AMERICAN IAZZ GROUP, OR PRESTIGIOUS BIG BAND LIKE 
COUNT BASIE, EXPECIALLY TO TOUR SOUTHERN AREA. REQUES DEPARTMENT'S 
GUIDANCE AS TO WHETHER THIS IS FEASIBLE ENOUGH TO EXPLORE FURTHER. 

5. FINALLY, WISH TO UNDERLINE IMPORTANCE THIS MISSION 
PLACES ON HAVING AS MANY OF THESE IMPACT PROJECTS AS POSSIBLE 
UNDERTAKEN SOON. RESPONSES REGARDING INDIVIDUAL PROPOSALS 
WILL BE APPRECIATED. VOLPE 
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